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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 Introduction

This traffic report has been prepared to assess the effect of potential traffic generated by the
proposed Kury Homes residential development located on the east side of Mountainview
Avenue, Town of Clarkstown, Rockland County, New York. The site has one proposed access
point onto Mountainview Avenue, located north of Forest Ridge Road and south of Sierra Vista
Lane. The site location is shown on Figure 1 (all figures are provided after page 10). 

1.2 Objective and Methodology of Study

The methodology used to prepare this study is as follows:

1. Existing peak hour (2008) traffic volumes were collected at the following intersection for the
weekday a.m.  and weekday p.m. peak hour periods:

Mountainview Avenue and Forest Ridge Road 

2. The future 2011 No Build condition was established using an annual regional growth traffic
rate of two percent per year over a period of three years.  

3. Trip generation rates for the proposed Kury Homes site are based upon data contained in
the Institute of Transportation Engineers' (ITE) Trip Generation, 2008. 

4. The levels of service at the above intersection was evaluated using the Transportation
Research Board’s Highway Capacity Manual1 methodology. The 2008 Existing, 2011 Future
No Build Condition (future without the project), and 2011 Build Condition (future with the
project). 

5. No Build Condition (future without the project), and Build Condition (future with the project)
evaluations show the change in traffic operations that are a result of traffic generated by the
proposed Kury Homes project.

1.3 Findings

The applicant proposes to construct 11 single family homes. The project site is currently vacant.
The proposed action is projected to generate up to 17 trips during the a.m. peak hour and 11
trips during the p.m. peak hour. 

Peak hour delays were calculated to establish the quality of operation (level of service) of the
intersections studied under the Existing Condition, the No-Build Condition and the Build Condi-
tion. Level of service is graded on a scale of A (best) to F (worst). 

A review of the traffic network in proximity to the site indicates the morning peak hour for the
intersection studied occurs between 7:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. The afternoon peak hour for
traffic traveling on Mountainview Avenue occurs between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
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1 Highway Capacity Manual, National Academy of Sciences, Transportation Research Board, National
Research Council, Washington, DC, 2000.



2.0 TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION

2.1 Roadway Network

As described, the project site is located on the east side of Mountainview Avenue. The site
has one proposed access point onto Mountainview Avenue, located north of Forest Ridge
Road and south of Sierra Vista Lane. The project site is currently vacant, three existing
houses have been removed. The project site location is shown in Figure 1.

Mountainview Avenue - is a two lane Town roadway with a single lane of traffic in each
direction. Mountainview Avenue could be classified as a collector road providing residential
access as it travels in a north-south connecting NYS Route 59 to the south with .
Mountainview Avenue provides eastbound access to Exit 11 of the NYS Thruway, Interstate
87/287. The posted speed limit on Mountainview Avenue in the vicinity of the proposed site
access is 30 miles per hour.

Forest Ridge Road - is a two lane private road which provides residential access to the Forest
Ridge Condominium complex, south of the proposed project. 

Sierra Vista Lane - is a two lane private road which provides residential access to the
Mountainview Condominium complex, north of the proposed project.

NYS Thruway - The NYS Thruway I-87/287 is a six-lane limited access divided highway.
Interstate 287 provides regional east-west access crossing southern Westchester County from
the Tappan Zee Bridge to Interstate 95 (the New England Thruway). Interstate 87 provides
regional north-south access crossing from New York City to Albany. The annual average daily
traffic volumes (AADT) for Interstate 87/287 in the vicinity of the project site is 136,759
vehicles per day, (Source: NYS DOT Traffic Data Viewer). The posted speed limit on
Interstate 87/287 in the vicinity of Exit 11 is 55 miles per hour.
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3.0 EXISTING TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

3.1 Existing Peak Hour Volumes

Manual turning movement counts were taken on Wednesday, August 7, 2008 from 6:30 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. and on Wednesday, August 13, 2008 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Existing peak hour turning
movement volumes are shown on Figures 2 and 3 respectively for the intersection noted below:

Mountainview Avenue and Forest Ridge Road 

The manual turning movement counts establish the 2008 existing traffic volumes. The existing
data forms the basis of the 2011 No Build Condition (the scenario without the proposed action)
and the 2011 Build Condition (conditions with the proposed action).

The counts identify the weekday morning and afternoon peak hour periods. The morning peak
hour for the intersection studied occurs between 7:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. The afternoon peak
hour for the intersection studied occurs between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. The peak hours are
influenced predominantly by commuter traffic along Mountainview Avenue. 

Traffic analyses conducted for these intersections is based on traffic flow rates for the highest
fifteen minute volumes in the peak hours as is standard practice.

3.2 Level of Service Criteria

The Highway Capacity Manual and the Highway Capacity Software procedures document the
methodology used for modeling levels of service, average vehicle delay, and volume to capac-
ity ratios at unsignalized intersections. Level of service is a measure of the operational quality
of an intersection. Level of service A is the highest, most efficient level, and level of service F is
the lowest level. The operational quality of an intersection is based on the average amount of
time a vehicle is delayed. Levels of service are examined by lane group, i.e. the set of lanes
allowing the same movements on an approach. 

Table 1 presents the Unsignalized Intersections Level of Service Criteria. 

Source: Highway Capacity Manual, National Academy of Sciences, 
Transportation Research Board, National Research Council, Washington, DC,
2000.

greater than 50F

greater than 35 and less than or equal to 50E

greater than 25 and less than or equal to 35 D 

greater than 15 and less than or equal to 25C

greater than 10 and less than or equal to 15B

less than or equal to 10A

Average Control Delay
(Seconds Per Vehicle)Level of Service

Table 1
Unsignalized Intersections - Level of Service Criteria
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The Highway Capacity Software model results apply to peak hour periods only and do not represent
every minute of traffic operations. During off peak periods, which is the majority of the time, drivers
typically will find operations better than the modeled peak hour results. During peak periods the
experience of individual drivers can vary, because the model calculates average vehicle delay.

Peak 15 minute traffic flows typically do not all occur in the same 15 minute period in the peak
hour. The traffic model does not always account for the ability of the traffic signal to compen-
sate for shifting traffic volumes and thus may overestimate delay. For unsignalized intersec-
tions, the model conservatively assumes peak approach volumes occur simultaneously.

3.3 Existing Levels of Service

The study intersections were evaluated for existing levels of service. The results of the level of
service analyses are summarized in Table 2. Capacity analysis calculations for Existing,
No-Build, and Build conditions are provided as Appendix A of this report. 

Table 2 shows that all of the lane groups for the movements studied operate at levels of service
B or better during both the a.m. and p.m. peak hours. There is a high southbound volume along
Mountainview Avenue during the a.m. peak hour as a result of access to eastbound I-287,
however average delay from the minor street is still less than 15 seconds per vehicle or level of
service B. 

Source: Tim Miller Associates, 2009.
NB = Northbound, SB = Southbound, EB = Eastbound, WB = Westbound.
Level of Service (see Table 1 for level of service criteria).

B10.80.02B11.00.06WB - L, RForest Ridge Road
A7.80.00A7.40.00SB - L, TMountainview Avenue

Mountainview Avenue at Forest Ridge Road - Unsignalized

Level
 of

Service

Delay
(seconds/
vehicle)

Volume/
Capacity

Ratio

Level
 of

Service

Delay
(seconds
/vehicle)

Volume/
Capacity

Ratio

Lane Group
(Approach 
Direction -
Movement)

Intersection
Road

P.M. Weekday Peak Hour A.M. Weekday Peak Hour 

Table 2
Existing Condition

Level of Service Summary

  Traffic Study 
June 15, 2009 

Kury Homes Traffic Study
 4




