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APPENDIX L

Revised Blasting Protocal





Blasting Mitigation Plan

Blasting Protocol and Plan

The blasting plan will meet all New York State and Town of Ulster requirements for blasting.
Title 12 of the New York State Code of Rules and Regulations (12 NYCRR Part 39) governs the
statewide handling, transportation, and storage of explosives used for blasting. Town of Ulster
Code Chapters 61-6, 141-49, 177-29, 190-15, and A194-1 regulate blasting activities within the
Town, including provisions for permits, fees, insurance as well as the control of vibrations from
regulated blasting. The following is a list of protocols that will be followed:

All blasting will be conducted in compliance with New York State requirements (Title
12 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations [12 NYCRR Part 39]) for the
possession, handling, storage and transportation of explosives.

Blasting will be conducted by licensed, qualified and insured blasting contractors.
Prior to blasting, a permit will be obtained from the Town of Ulster. Blasting will
comply with all applicable Town of Ulster Codes.

Pre-blasting inspections will be conducted of all off-site structures located within 1,000
feet of the blasting/excavation area, if authorized by the property owners. These
inspections will include photographic and/or video documentation.

Prior to blasting, an analysis will be completed by the contractor, to determine the
size, placement and timing of blasting charges. This analysis will be provided in a
written blasting plan.

This blasting plan will be available for review by the Town Engineer, of designee, and
will include the layout, size of blast, timing of charges, and quantity of material to be
extracted.

Seismographic equipment with decibel meters will be placed on the property line,
between the location of the blast and the nearest residences or structures. The results
of the monitoring equipment will be promptly reviewed following each blast. Decibel
levels will be recorded and monitored during all blasting activity.   

The quantity of explosives will be limited to the amount necessary to fracture the rock
without endangering persons or property. Before firing, all blasts will be covered with a
suitable protective device to prevent escape of broken material.

Blasting operations will be limited to  8:00 am and 4:00 pm., Monday through Friday
Blasting will not be conducted between the hours of 4:00 PM and 8:00 AM, nor on
Saturday, Sunday, or holidays.

The minimum required amount of explosives will be used in all blasting operations.
Charges will be staggered to avoid the creation of high energy impacts.

The contractor will conduct test blasting, if necessary, prior to any other blasting to
determine appropriate on-site blasting techniques, when blasting is to occur within
1,000 feet of existing off-site structures.

Blasting will be conducted so that the resulting ground vibrations at nearby structures
does not exceed the standard industry measurement of a Peak Particle Velocity of 2.0
inches per second and the airborne noise does not exceed 120 dBA.
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Sufficient surficial coverage of the blast areas will be provided to prevent damage
from air blast and vibration.

Notification will be made to the Town Clerk, Police and Sheriff’s Department and
nearby off-site residences within 1,000 feet of the blasting area twice prior to blasting.
Initially not less than 72 hours nor more than 30 days prior to the blast, notifying
residents of the approximate anticipated day and time of blasting. The second
notification would be not less than 24 hours nor more than 72 hours prior to the blast,
to notify the exact time of blast (within 1 hour).

When blasting activities are to be conducted, warning flags or other means will be
used at a reasonable distance along roadways to give proper warning to the general
public.

For each blast, an air horn will be sounded in a manner to give proper warning once at
least three (3) times in advance of firing, and two (2) times to give an “all clear” at the
conclusion of each blast.

Preblast Surveys

The purpose of a preblast survey is to determine the condition of a dwelling or structure and
document any preblast damage or other physical factors that could reasonably be affected by
blasting. The survey can also be used to document that damage occurred after the survey was
conducted.

Many structures develop hairline cracks over time. These can be caused by a number of
environmental factors including humidity and temperature changes, settlement from
consolidation, freeze-thaw cycles, variations in ground moisture and wind. Structural problems
may result from constructing a building on improperly compacted fill, improperly sized footings
or other structural elements not being built to Building Code requirements. Inadequate drainage
around a building can also cause settling and cracking. These types of cracks will be noted
during the preblast survey.

At least 30 days before the initiation of blasting, the blasting contractor shall notify, in writing, all
residents and owners of existing dwellings or other structures located within 1,000 feet of the
permit area as to how to request a preblasting survey. Any resident or owner of a dwelling
within 1,000 feet of the permit area may request a preblast survey. The request must be made
in writing, directly to the Building Inspector or the Town Code Enforcement Officer, who shall
promptly notify the applicant. The survey will include visual inspection of foundations and
exposed walls, as well as photographic and/or video documentation of conditions prior to
blasting. In locations where existing wells will also be monitored, the condition of the well, depth
of casing and depth to water elevation will also be measured and recorded.

The blasting contractor shall promptly conduct a preblast survey (at his expense) and prepare a
written report of the survey. Copies of the report shall be provided to the Building Inspector or
the Town Code Enforcement Officer and to the person requesting the survey. The operator
shall perform an updated survey of any additions, modifications, or renovations to the structure,
if requested by the resident or owner within the time frame of anticipated blasting. It is
recommended that anyone eligible to receive a preblast survey request this service.
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Airblast Restrictions

It is recommended that the blaster not exceed airblast limits of 130 decibels at the source. The
blast contractor will be limited to airblast limits of 120 decibels at the property line. Typically,
windows will not break under 140 decibels.

Flyrock

Flyrock is characterized as broken rock that is propelled through the air as a result of a blast. It
is suggested that blasting mats, which are constructed of heavy woven metal or rubber mats,
be utilized during blasts to reduce the amount of flyrock produced. Flyrock can also be
minimized by managing the magnitude of blasts.

Dust Mitigation Techniques

Dust resulting from any blasting will be mitigated wherever possible, using techniques
consistent with New York State Department of Conservation (NYSDEC) protocols. Such
techniques are:

to minimize areas of grading associated with the blasting at any one time and to
stabilize exposed areas of the surface with mulch and seed as soon as practicable,

minimize vehicle movement associated with blasting over areas of exposed soil and by
covering trucks transporting any soil or rock debris from the blasting,

any unpaved areas subject to traffic would be sprayed with water to reduce dust
generation into the air,

truck vehicle washing pads will be constructed at all construction entrances to avoid the
tracking of soil onto local paved road, and

by using blasting mats over the blasting zones will help to limit the debris into the air.

Dust control will be the responsibility of the project construction manager. The construction
manager will determine when water spraying on exposed soils will be necessary, depending
upon weather conditions, truck traffic, wind and/or areas of exposed soils close to adjacent
residences. The Town Engineer or designated Town construction inspector can also require the
implementing of dust control procedures, as listed above.

Geology Type

As stated in Section 3.1.1 Existing Conditions - Geology the area of eastern Ulster County in
which the property is located is within the Hudson Lowland area of the Valley and Ridge
province, an area made up of formations of Devonian and Silurian limestone, shale or
sandstone bedrock. Specifically, the project site is underlain by the Onondaga Limestone and
Ulster Group, which is a series of lower to middle Devonian- age limestone, siltstone, shale and
cherty rocks (Geologic Map of New York, Lower Hudson Sheet, 1995). This type of material is
easily broken for ripping and hammering as well as blasting. Vibrations move differently through
different rock types. The rock type found on this property is primarily limestone. Local drillers
and blasting contractors have advised, that the ground vibrations or peak particle velocity
dampens quickly in this type of rock.
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Wells

A few of the nearby residences may use private wells for their water supply. The Town of
Ulster, Town Clerk (Receiver of Taxes), will be contacted regarding a list of properties in the
vicinity of the project site that are on municipal water.

Based upon the information provided by the water district, approximately five (5) residents on
Old Flatbush Road utilize private wells. Therefore, approximately five (5) residences with private
wells are located within 1,000 feet of areas that may require blasting.

Blasting typically does not result in damage to existing foundations and wells if the work is
completed according to current industry standards. Local variations in subsurface conditions or
geology may occasionally result in unanticipated impacts to existing structures and wells.
Interviews with specialists at the Putnam County, Orange County, and Westchester County
Department of Health officials have indicated no recorded incidents of well failure as  result of
blasting activities in those counties1.

The use of proper blasting techniques and mitigation measures will minimize the potential
effects of blasting on nearby residences and businesses. In conjunction with the pre-blast
surveys, described above, the condition of all wells within the 1000 foot monitoring radius wells
will be inspected and documented before any blasting. The depth of well casing, water table
elevation, and overall well function will be measured and recorded before blasting. The
procedures for complaints regarding potential well damage are outlined below.  

Complaints

Formal complaints about blasting, can be sent to the Building Inspector or the Town Code
Enforcement Officer, which should include the dates and times of the blast (if known) and the
owner’s name, address and telephone number. Representative of the Town and the blasting
contractor will follow-up all complaints with an inspection of the activities in question and
provide a written response.

In the case of specific blast damage complaints, the Building Inspector or the Town Code
Enforcement Officer and blasting contractor will interview the person involved, locate the
structure, determine the distance and direction to the blasts, check the preblast survey, check
the blast and seismic records and consider the probable or actual measured levels of energy
from blasting at the structure. If it is determined that blasting has caused damage, the Building
Inspector may issue a Notice of Violation. The notice will require appropriate mitigation to
prevent recurrence of the violation. Monetary reparation for damage will be settled between the
contractor and the property owner.

For complaints related to well damage, the following procedures will apply. A hydrogeologic
consultant (Consultant) retained by the Town and funded by the Applicant, will determine if the
well impact is the result of project pumping or other factors, not related to the project.

 
In making a determination regarding whether the private well impact is the result of project
blasting, the Consultant will review the information from the complainant's well and blasting data
and records maintained by the Blasting Constractor (see above). If the Consultant determines
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that the reported well problem is not related to the use of the on-site production well, then the
Consultant will refer the homeowner to a qualified well or pump contractor to remedy the
problem. The homeowner will be responsible for the costs of the well or pump repair. If the
Consultant determines that the reported well problem is the result of on-site blasting, an
appropriate remedy to the well problem would be implemented and funded by the Applicant.
Potential remedies include:

lowering the well pump
hydro-fracturing the well (increasing the size and extent of bedrock fractures by
pressurized water). 
redeveloping the well
deepening the existing well
drilling a new well.
connecting the impacted residence to municipal water service

The Town of Ulster requires that contractors demonstrate that they have liability insurance for
personal or property damage. The amounts would be determined at the time the building permit
is issued.
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